








Hens
BOA Work Session

April 23, 2020



Areas to Discuss

 Why Hens

 Benefits of Hens

 Potential Concerns with Hens

 Proposed Ordinance

 Questions



Why Hens in St. Peters?

 Over the past decade numerous cities throughout the 
nation have begun to allow hens within residential 
settings.

 Some cities are adapting their codes to allow residents 
to live more sustainable lifestyles.

 People are looking to raise and grow their own food.



Benefits of Hens

•Fresh Eggs

•Organic Fertilizer

•Reduces Solid Waste

•Natural Insect Repellent

•Fun Educational Pets



Fresh Eggs



Organic Fertilizer
 Hen manure is high in nitrogen and great for your 

compost pile. 

 Must go through the composting process before used as 
a fertilizer

 The fertilizer created will not place harmful chemicals 
into the soil

 Draft ordinance requires removal or tilling of waste 
within 48 hours



Reduces Solid Waste

 Hens will eat fruit and vegetable scraps.

 They will also eat leftover eggs.

 This waste eventually turns into fertilizer that produces 
additional food.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://image.shutterstock.com/display_pic_with_logo/1935/1935,1103714750,2/stock-photo-chicken-pecking-72397.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.shutterstock.com/pic-72397/stock-photo-chicken-pecking.html&usg=__oRgiv_-4Jgsz5kY1p9naJUyXPm0=&h=358&w=450&sz=100&hl=en&start=6&zoom=0&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Vc6vqgc0lCRodM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=127&prev=/images%3Fq%3DChicken%2Bpecking%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DG%26rlz%3D1T4GGLG_enUS316US316%26tbs%3Disch:1


Potential Concerns of Hens



Waste and Odor Issues

 Hen manure is a 
valuable compost.

 Draft ordinance allows a 
maximum of 6 hens

 A limited number of 
hens generates less 
smell than most pets.
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Disease Potential

 Salmonella

 The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) states the biggest 
concern for raising hens is Salmonella poisoning.  

 To prevent poisoning the CDC recommends

 Using good personal sanitation

 Preventing children younger than 5 years old from having close contact.

 Cleaning the coops periodically



Predators/Nuisance Animals

 Predators

 Birdfeeders, pet food, gardens, fish ponds and trash all 
attract wild animals.

 If hens are approved in the City, the code will require 
proper food storage and coops and pens

 Nuisance Animals

 Hens will eat insects and will eat mice if found in their 
coop



Property Values

 No correlation between owning hens and lowering 
property values.

 High cost of living cities, such as New York City, 
Chicago, Denver, Portland, etc.  all have allowed hens 
to be raised.

 Jane Leo, head of the Portland Metropolitian Realtors, 
stated in 2008 they have never had any conversations 
with their members related to negative impact of 
moving into a neighborhood where some hens are being 
raised.



Draft Ordinance

•Zoning District
•Number of Hens
•Enclosure requirements
•Slaughtering
•Permits
•Enforcement



Zoning District

 Hens would only be allowed in 
single-family residential 
districts:  R-1, R-1A and PUD 
with single-family.

 Hens will only be allowed in 
the rear yard of a residential 
property.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

     

 
 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

   
 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Number of Hens

 Allow maximum of 6 hens per residential lot.

 No roosters would be allowed. 

 No restrictions on hen species.



Requirements
 Must be located 10 feet from the property line and 25 

feet from a neighboring house.

 Hens must be located in a coop or pen at all times.

 Coops must include 4 square feet of space per hen –
maximum of 32 square feet

 Pens must include 10 square feet of space per hen –
maximum of 80 square feet

 Materials for the coop must be uniform for each 
element of the structure.

 Coops and pens must be screened from view with 
fencing or landscaping



Requirements (continued)
 Enclosures would have to be kept in a clean, dry, neat and sanitary 

condition at all times.

 Coops would provide the following:

 Ventilation

 Adequate Sun/Shade

 Impermeable to rodents, wild birds, predators, dogs and cats.

 Coops would provide for storage and removal of manure

 Must be tilled or removed within 48 hours

 No slaughtering will be permitted

 No egg sales on the premises with the hen permit



Examples of Coops



Examples of Hen Tractors



Permit
 Hen Permit would be required and include:

 Plans for coops/pens – identify setbacks, materials, etc.

 Notification of HOA

 Notification of property owners within 75 feet; 75% must 
concur

 Inspection of all coops and pens as needed



Enforcement
 Permit

 Concern-based; ordinance states inspections can be as 
needed

 Existing ordinances already cover noise and odor

 Animal Control is reviewing other measures to address 
hen concerns



Questions/next steps
 Public hearing; review by P&Z– June 3, 2020

 BOA final action – June 25, 2020
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